Truth Will Set You Free

Last year I set my children the challenge of learning 1Co13:4-7. As a consequence of setting this challenge I felt it only fair that I also tried to memorise these verses. Unsurprisingly I realised that, even though I had read these verses hundreds of times in the past, I hadn’t paid as much attention as I should to what Paul was saying. In 1Co13:6 Paul states that one of the characteristics of love is truth (read 1Co13:6). Truth being an aspect of Love hadn’t registered with me before but this time it stood out. Probably because it reminded me of another passage which I had previously challenged the children to learn which also mentions truth. The passage was in Ex34:6 where God declared to Moses His name and we read that the name of God includes truth (read Ex34:6 – some versions say faithfulness instead of truth).
H571 –  Strong’s says the Hebrew word translated truth means Stability, as well as meaning truth it carries the sense of certainty or trustworthiness and I guess this is what God meant earlier when he told Moses he was the I am or I will be. God is what he says he is and will do what he says he will do.
The same word for truth is used of Hezekiah in 2Ch31:20. After we read of all the reforms which Hezekiah carried out we’re told that “he did what was good and right and true before the LORD his God.” So it seems that the Hebrew word for truth whether applying to God or to people can and does mean more than just a set of verifiable facts. Truth in the bible also gets used as a characteristic. The way I think of how truth is used of God and of Hezekiah is that integrity is a core characteristic of their being.
Turning to the New Testament, the word truth (G225) appears extensively in John's gospel. In Jn17:17 Jesus uses truth, as we might expect, to refer to the word of God (read Jn17:17). And this appears to be backed up in v13 of the preceding chapter (read Jn16:13). But truth isn't just something we hear and repeat as we see in v17 of chapter 14. The spirit of truth wasn’t just words, it was something which would dwell in and move the disciples to action (read Jn14:17). This truth is inextricably linked to Jesus in v6 of this same chapter (read Jn14:6). Not surprising that truth is linked to Jesus since back in Jn1:14 we’re told that Jesus is the word made flesh (Jn1:14). Jesus exhibited God's truth. Yes he did it by fulfilling what God had spoken by the prophets over the generations, but Jesus also exhibited God’s truth by completely living the divine name. Jesus like his Father was gracious, merciful, longsuffering, abounding in goodness and truth, forgiving iniquity, transgression and sin but recognising and condemning the unrepentant. And in the giving of his life he completely embodied that divine name. He was everything God said He would be. He lived up to God’s name with complete integrity and so is a faithful witness to the truth.
The big ask for us is to also bear that name. Not just to speak truth but to do truth. To be what we say we are. To be disciples of integrity and faithfully live the truth. In He10:26, immediately after reminding believers NOT to forsake assembling together and to keep on exhorting one another, there is a warning for those who have the knowledge of the truth but sin willfully. In v29 this wilful sin is linked to going against the spirit of grace and results in no longer being saved by the blood of Christ. This is one reason why we need so desperately to remember and come before this throne of grace. To remind ourselves of Jn3:16-21 and to recognise that the truth which we have is about grace and is about doing grace (read Jn3:16-21). We examine ourselves. We recognise our total reliance on God's grace. We truly acknowledge how far short we fall and this truth makes us free. In Jn8:31,32 Jesus explains that living the word means we know the truth and are made free. According to the notes in my NKJV Bible the word for know in Jn8:32 carries the sense of recognition of truth by personal experience and the word for truth carries the sense of sincerity, integrity and dependability (note for Jn4:24). I am no language scholar so I can’t say whether or not my bible notes accurately reflect what knowing the truth means, but Jesus goes on in Jn8:34 to 36 to explain that sin brings bondage and he (Jesus) overcomes sin and in so doing makes us free by what he has done if we abide in his word (read Jn8:31-36). Speaking from personal experience, I understood this truth when I was baptised but it was only through subsequent experience of falling so far short that I appreciated this truth. I spent years not believing I could be forgiven for repeated sins. After 12 years the realisation came through experience that even though I am a sinner; in Christ I am a sinless sinner. I started to appreciate what God meant when he says he is longsuffering, merciful, gracious and abounding in goodness and truth. God means it when he says he will keep on forgiving as long as we keep on accepting our need for the sacrifice which Jesus made. God is true to his word. Accepting this truth is only another step in our discipleship.
Paul points out in 1Corinthians 13 that if we accept the love that has been given to us then that love will be reflected in us. One aspect of this love is truth and Paul contrasts it with evil or iniquity (read 1Co13:6). Truth then is linked to whatever the opposite of sin is. Rather than having a spirit of iniquity, Paul says a believer is to have a spirit of love. And to get this spirit of love requires us to live the truth. John in chapter 1 of his 1st epistle warns that if we walk in darkness then we are not practising truth. He goes on to say in v7-9 of 1Jn1 (read 1Jn1:7-9). This brothers and sisters is the truth that we believe and remember now. In partaking of these emblems of that truth may we be strengthened to put this truth into practise. To take on board the truth as John goes on to explain in ch3. To fully appreciate the love that has been shown to us and to allow that love to abide in us (read 1Jn3:18-23)
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